
 

NYSCSH Information about COVID Testing In Schools 
Collecting samples for COVID-19 testing and conducting COVID-19 tests may be done in schools which  
follow Federal and State laws and CDC guidance. Schools who plan for school personnel to collect samples 
AND conduct the tests must have a NYS Limited-Service Laboratory Certificate (LSL).   A  LSL is the NYS 
equivalent to the Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendment (CLIA) waiver required by federal law for 
conducting certain simple laboratory tests - which includes some COVID-19 antigen tests. COVID-19 tests 
which are approved for use under the LSL can be viewed here.   

A school can partner with a lab, hospital/clinic, etc. that has its own LSL to conduct the testing.  Per NYS 
Department of Health November 12, 2020 Memo  local health departments (LHD) are required to allow 
schools to operate under their LSL for the purposes of conducting weekly testing. If the LHD does not have 
an operational LSL or is unable to support the school in conducting testing, the LHD must work with the 
school to identify community partners with an LSL. Schools may also request test kits directly from the NYS 
Department of Health at covid19rapidtest@health.ny.gov. 

In response to the COVID-19 emergency disaster, Governor Cuomo has issued several Executive Orders 
(EOs) , impacting licensed professionals. They include writing and executing orders for COVID testing. 
Changes to the EOs and their expiration dates are available on the NYSED Office of Professions Page.  

Registered Professional Nurses (RNs) may collect samples under nonpatient specific orders, (including  
nasopharyngeal samples).  A Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN) who is trained  may follow direction from RN to 
collect specimens, (including nasopharyngeal samples directed to do so by an RN, Nurse Practitioner, 
Physician or Physician Assistant. A nurse may inform a patient of COVID-19 test results and  an RN may 
teach patients as appropriate about quarantine, isolation, self-monitoring for symptoms, and self-care for 
symptom management at home and other treatment options. 

1. Personnel conducting tests will need training in accordance with LSL requirements and manufacturer 
the test manufacturer’s instructions. Contact the Wadsworth Center for more information at 
clepltd@health.ny.gov. 

2. Personnel collecting samples will need full PPE (eye protection or face shield, gown, gloves, and  fit-
tested N95 mask). Gloves should be changed between taking a sample from each individual, and hand 
sanitizer should be used before donning new gloves. For infection control,  PPE worn to take samples 
must be removed before providing routine care to students/staff.  Only the N95 (which is stored for a 
limited time following CDC guidelines) and the eye protection or face shield can be reused after 
cleaning.  

3. Supplies needed may include sterile swabs, test tubes, sample cards or other supplies dependent on 
test type and appropriate storage for collected samples prior to transportation to the lab. 

4. Samples must be accompanied by the proper paperwork and labeled per laboratory protocol. A nurse 
will need additional personnel to assist, as the nurse cannot take samples and fill out the paperwork 
due to potential contamination risk from taking samples.  Anyone handling samples should also wear 
PPE if within 6 feet of the sampling area. If greater than 6 feet away from the sampling area, they will 
need a face mask and gloves.  

5. Schools will need the appropriate space to collect test samples. Please review the CDC guidance at 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/broad-based-testing.html 

6. Collecting a sample or conducting a test in schools requires written individual active consent from staff 
and parent/guardian consent for students.   

7. If there are costs for the sampling or testing, the parent/guardian or staff member must be informed 
before consenting.   

The NYSCSH COVID-19 Testing, Tracking and Monitoring Information page contains additional resources.  
 

This information is located on the NYS Center for School Health Website COVID Webpage. 
 It is current as of 11/17/20. www.schoolhealthny.com/coronavirus 
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